
     The Birthright Regional Annual Meeting took place on October     
    26–27, 2018. It was the first time Birthright of Loudoun hosted 

    the event and by all accounts, it went well!

  This year’s Friday dinner and meeting took place at our home  
  in Bluemont, VA. There were eight offices from our region 
  represented that evening with our Regional Director, Marilou 
  Schindler, running the meeting. Incredibly, the directors 

  present had a combined total of 55 years of experience as 
  directors and over 100 years of experience with Birthright! 

  Topics discussed were volunteers, fundraising and sources of 
  income. A discussion on techniques for finding, nurturing and 

                      keeping volunteers ensued.

The following day, a larger group met at St. John the Apostle 
Church in Leesburg, VA. for the general meeting, which 
included breakfast and lunch. Since the women at St. 
John’s began our Leesburg office 44 years ago, it was 
fitting to return to our roots for this special gathering. 
Marilou conducted this meeting, as well, and began with 
a few announcements from Birthright International 
concerning the Birthright.org website, and advertising, 
including on Facebook. Other topics discussed were the 
history of contraception, and abortion counseling with volun-
teers role playing depicting several scenarios of client situations.

The meeting continued in the afternoon with a talk on Helping Without Enabling, by Dr. 
Michael Horne, who is a clinical psychologist with Catholic Charities in the Diocese of Arling-
ton, VA. Dr. Horne helped us to understand the importance of setting boundaries and helping 
our clients become more self-sufficient, rather than dependent. Our goal should always be to 
encourage our clients to do for themselves, what they are capable of doing. The overarching 
goal is to empower them for the future, so they will be able to flourish on their own. 
 
The meeting was inspiring and well attended, with just over 40 attendees. A special thank you 
goes to our Birthright Board of Directors for all they did to make this event happen in such a  
        smooth way. It felt warm and sunny in Fellowship Hall, even though   

the weather was wet and gloomy outdoors. It is always so 
humbling to attend these gatherings and be reassured that 

our work is so critical. We’re serving our Lord’s Will with 
each Mom we encounter and the baby she’s carrying.  
 Saving two souls at a time!

  

2018 Regional Meeting 

      Birthright of Loudoun County                                                                                                                                       December 2018/Page 4    

 IRTHRIGHT
 OF LOUDOUN COUNTY, INC.

823 South King Street, Suite I
Leesburg, VA 20175

703.777.7277

24 Hour HOTLINE 800. 550. 4900

Birthright of Loudoun County                                                                                                                                                                        December 2018    

It is the right of every pregnant woman to give birth and the right of every child to be born

Hours: Monday – Friday 9:30am  to 12:30pm; Tuesday 4:00pm to 8:00pm; and by Appointment
Website: www.birthrighto�oudoun.com or Like us on Facebook under “Birthrights in Virginia”

It is with sincere gratitude that Birthright of Loudoun County announces the 
retirement of our Executive Director, Elaine Marshall. Elaine has been leading 
our organization for 4 plus amazing years. We are all so grateful for her time 
at Birthright and yet, we are so excited for what the future holds for her. May 
the Lord continue to guide and bless Elaine in this new season of her life.

It is with very mixed emotions that I send you warm 
greetings this blessed season, my last with our Birthright 
local ministry. I will be stepping down as director at the end of the year and 
handing over the torch to a very capable woman who has been involved with our 
ministry since 2012. Dawn Dumas will be taking over as our new Executive 
Director in January 2019 and I know I’m leaving this center in good hands! Dawn 
has much experience in the non-pro�t world and has been a huge asset to our 
ministry over the last six years. We have been working together over the past few 
months, so the transition can be as seamless as possible.

I will so miss working with many donors and our volunteers each and every day, 
who give so much of themselves and their time to help our Mothers in need. I 
will stay with you, in spirit, and always remember your sweet voices and laughter 
between you and our clients. It will surely bring a smile to my face, as a quiet 
reminder that this truly is the nature of love.  

Love is also the essence of our ministry and it is such an incredible gift to give 
freely of one’s treasures and talents with nothing expected in return. What a 
beautiful expression of God’s love, and the miracle of how He works through us 
each and every day.

I hope you are all �nding beauty and love during this wonderful time of year.  I’m 
especially grateful to all our donors for your generosity, which has helped us to

                                                   Director’s Message 

St. John the Apostle in Leesburg 
hosted their second annual Toys 
for Tots event on December 15,

2018. Birthright was fortunate to 
refer 7 very deserving client 

families to this exciting event. 
Within the 7 families there are 

19 Birthright kids that will 
be receiving new toys for 
Christmas. A HUGE thank

you to Nancy Dowgiello from St. 
John’s for giving Birthright clients 
access to this special opportunity. 

We are so grateful for your support 
and care for Birthright.

keep our doors open for so many years. It would have been inconceivable to have helped as many Mothers and 
babies as we have without your sustained and faithful support.

Thank you for all you do, and will continue to do, to help us in the future to do God’s work and to value life as His 
ultimate gift to us. We wish you a very Blessed and Merry Christmas and know the New Year will be in great hands 
with our new director Dawn! A very warm welcome to you!
           God bless you all,
           Elaine Marshall, 
               Executive Director

TOYS for
  Birthright Kids

It is the right of every pregnant woman to give birth and the right of every child to be born

Farewell with GratitudeFarewell with Gratitude

      

    Birthright of Loudoun 
volunteers (L) Cheryl Forbes, 

Barb Kersten, Jane Marinich (R)

Birthright of Loudoun BOD 
Members (L) Jane Marinich, 

Sue Cypher, Ligia McWilliams, 
Kenny McWilliams (R)

(L) Cindy Russell (BOD), 
Elaine Marshall (ED) 
Mary Lynn Linzmyer, 

Dawn Dumas (R)

God bless you all for your support of our ministry!
        — Elaine Marshall, Executive Director

Dawn Dumas, 
Elaine Marshall (R)



Fundraising
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          ur sister Birthright office in Ghana, Africa is facing many struggles  
         as they try to help as many women as possible to carry their babies 
to term. Women there travel great distances to visit the Birthright center 
to receive the help they need to choose life. If the women cannot get 
to the office, the items they need are mailed to them, or the director 
personally delivers them. In the poor nation of Ghana, where there is 
only one Birthright center, there are no private organizations, social 
services or government agencies to give assistance. Whatever these 
women receive at the Birthright office is all that is offered, and they 
deserve so much more.

Please join us in reaching out to our sisters in Ghana by considering a monetary donation during this 
season of giving. Thank you for your generosity and for keeping the Ghana Birthright in your prayers. 
It is truly a blessing to be able to save lives together, two souls at a time, and making a difference by 
the grace of God!

To donate, please either go to this link: www.birthrightofloudoun.com or send a check to our 
address: 823 S. King St, Suite I, Leesburg, VA. 20175

Please indicate that your donation is for Ghana and we will make sure they receive it! 

Alicia Holz
Amanda Clothier
Amy Grady
Andi Winkle
Angela Nelson
Barb Kersten
Barb Thompson
Brooke Diederich
Carla Galdo
Carol Hogan
Carolina Uribe Ospina
Carolyn Beck
Carolynn Phelps
Celina Castro

Cheryl Forbes
Chris Bongiovanni
Cindy Lee
Cindy Russell (BoD)
Dana Clark
Danisa Burke
Dawn Dumas (BoD)
Debora Lavin
Deirdre Chevrier
Della Droddy
Denise Dicks
Diane Blue

Lisa Boyle
Lizbeth Fedigan
Mandy Corcoran
Martha Pedroza
Mary Ann Glover
Mary Grace Lucier (BoD)
Mary Lynn Linzmeyer (BoD)
Mary Ortman
Mary Shea
Maureen Kennedy
Natalie Cannata
Norma Matheson

Where are you from originally?  
Bunker Hill, WV (about 45-50 miles
from Leesburg). 

Who is in your immediate family? 
I have a wonderful husband, Paul, and 
three kids Jacob (11), Andrew (9), and 
Violet (7)

What are your favorite hobbies? 
I love to work with graphic design 
and web design in my spare time. 

What town do you live in now? 
Waterford, VA. 

Why do you volunteer at Birthright? 
I have always been very passionate about 
the pro-life movement and now that my 
children are all in school, I felt the need to 
get out and volunteer. What better place 
to do that than Birthright. 

Where are you from originally?  
Maryland.

Who is in your immediate family?  
I have a husband named Tom and 4 "kids" 
(Rachel 23, Josh 21, Nolan 20, Maris 14)

What are your favorite hobbies?  
I love to cook, travel and to learn 
about natural and homeopathic 
remedies.

Where do you currently live?  
Purcellville, VA.

Why do you volunteer at Birthright? 
I volunteer at Birthright to give hope to 
women who may �nd themselves alone 
during a time they could really use 
support to make a lifelong decision 
they can live with. I support life and 
love when I volunteer at Birthright.    

Ghana Outreach

   To All Our Volunteers – Thank you!!!
Emily Branyan
Gail Morgan
Geri Morrison
Jane Marinich (BoD)
Jeanette Buehler
Kathleen Manocchio
Kathy Welti
Kenny McWilliams (BoD)
Kristina Wilk
Lana Nikolaeva
Lauren Smith
Ligia McWilliams (BoD)

Pam Lindo
Pam White
Pat Garman
Rebecca Rise
Rosa Quintana
Rose Follett
Shanadee Stevenson
Stephanie Bidinger
Sue Cypher (BoD)
Susan Snyder (BoD)
Trisha Victor
Ursula Angulo
Wendy Paci�co

Mandy Corcoran

I t is the r ight of every pregnant woman to gi ve birth and the r ight of every chi ld to be born

Birthright of Loudoun County                                                                                                                                                       December 2018/Page 3

Kristina Wilk

Birthright of Loudoun County wants to thank all the churches 
who so generously held baby bottle drives to bene�t the o�ce 
in 2018. We are so fortunate to have the support of so many 
individuals through these drives.
     • Our Lady of Hope Catholic Church (Potomac Falls, VA)
     • St. John the Apostle Roman Catholic Church (Leesburg, VA)
     • Corpus Christi Catholic Church (South Riding, VA)
     • St. Francis de Sales Catholic Church (Purcellville, VA)
     • St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic Church (Middleburg, VA)
     • St Katharine Drexel Catholic Church (Haymarket, VA)
                              
                                  

2018 Statistics
Unique Clients: 265
Totals Visits: 855
Client & Baby Supplies: 818
Pregnancy Tests: 146
Layettes: 96

‘

Don’t forget that Birthright of Loudoun County is a 
proud recipient of donations through AmazonSmile! 

Use this link: smileamazon.com/ch/23-745641
to stock up for Christmas, and Amazon will 

donate a portion of your purchases to 
Birthright of Loudoun County!

Sterling Virginia

   

CFC Campaign
Birthright is a non-pro�t, charitable organization 
supported by contributions.  We are exempt from 
federal income tax under Section 501(c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue code, and all donations are tax 
deductible.  Our CFC designation is #41790.  
Many thanks to all of you who have supported 
us in this way.

   Thank you!

We appreciate your support in donating items 
for our Moms in need! Please drop o� items at 
our o�ce or go to the Amazon Baby Registry 
and search for Birthright of Loudoun County!

  ❆ Boys & girls new clothes sizes 0-12 months 
     (especially onesies, gowns, stretch suits, 
     out�ts, & sleepers with feet)

  ❆ Crib sheets
  ❆ Baby towels
  ❆ Baby wash
  ❆ Paci�ers
  ❆ Baby bottles 
        4 oz & 8 oz
  ❆ Baby wipes
  ❆ Diaper cream
  ❆ Diapers sizes 
        newborn to 4

❆ Maternity Clothes 
     (both new & gently used)
❆ Gift Cards (from Walmart, 
     Target, Costco, Dollar Store)

Thank you to these community businesses for their support

Current Needs & Amazon Baby Registry

          O

Volunteer SpotlightVolunteer Spotlight


